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Focused on 
Economic Recovery
Advocacy Team

• Betsy Bishop – Mission

• Charles Martin – Government Affairs 

• Amy Spear – Tourism & Hospitality

• Chris Carrigan – Manufacturing

VTChamber.com



Our Mission: 
Economic Vitality

Increasing Workforce 
Participation is Key



Economic Recovery Agenda
January 2021

Vermont Chamber Agenda
Policy & Programs

Our Policy Recommendations

• Additional business grant funding
• Unemployment Insurance
• Policy changes for restaurant & hospitality 
• Support funding to market Vermont as a place to live, work, 

and visit
• Increased investment in child care and broadband

Our Programming

• Market Vermont as a tourism destination
• Provide Safe Food Handling Certification
• Grow the Aerospace & Aviation Corridor
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Tourism
• Vermont’s economy is dependent upon 

tourism (approximately 6% of GDP)  

• 13.5 million average annual visitors

• $2.9 billion in visitor spending

• $375 million in tax revenue generated

• 32,484 jobs 

VTChamber.com
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Tourism & Hospitality Policy Agenda
Special Help for Restaurants & Lodging Properties

Our Recommendations 

• Adjustment to alcohol-related regulations
• Establish licensee pricing 
• Allow licensees to purchase spirits with a credit card
• Extend the current pandemic-allowed liquor-to-go sales to allow for a wind-

down period of the service

• Require consent language to ensure restaurants have approval over inclusion on 
third-party delivery app

• Reform Vermont’s short-term rental regulations (STR), including the establishment 
of a STR registry 
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Manufacturing
• 29,850 jobs (9.5% of all employment)

• About $2.8 billion or 9% of the state’s 

GDP

• Each manufacturing job supports an 

additional 1.6 jobs 

• Each advanced manufacturing job 

supports as many as 4 jobs in other 

industries
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Vermont Chamber Manufacturing Program
Delivering contacts, buyers, suppliers, contracts, and workforce 

Program Highlights

• Transforming Vermont into a supply chain hub

• 20 matchmaking events over 10 years with an annual Manufacturing Supply Chain Summit  

• Focus on aerospace, aviation, defense and space, naval, and medical devices 

• Vermont – Québec Aerospace Trade Corridor – now extended to Connecticut

• Online manufacturing website & directory with trusted referrals and introductions

• Find Your Future Workforce effort with Vermont Technical College and UVM CEMS 

• Matching students and soon-to-be graduates in Advanced Manufacturing with exhibitor 
employers for jobs and internships
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QUESTIONS?

BETSY BISHOP
President

AMY SPEAR
V.P. of Tourism 

CHARLES MARTIN
Government Affairs Director

CHRIS CARRIGAN
V.P. of Business Development 
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